CERT ICS for Fire Safety

SCENARIO:

Instruction: Fire Safety and fire suppression techniques.  Skills Practice: Fire extinguisher practice.

BEFORE CLASS

· Assign command staff (Admin/Planning, Ops, Logistics, Safety).

· Plan for refreshments for next week. 

· May or may not be meeting in regular classroom for this session.  Check course syllabus or with Lead Instructor for location of class.

CLASS NIGHT

· Classroom configuration needs to be determined to best utilize the space and allow participants to move around and practice skills.  Consider using additional space in the building, if available.

· Assign participants to teams and designate staging area for teams (tables):

Fire – Red

Search and Triage – Blue

Extrication – Yellow/Orange

Medical – Green 

· Have team members buddy up.

· Be sure all team members sign-in on Emergency Worker Daily Activity Report.

· Supplies for this class handled by the Fire Department.

· Be sure teams get food and water breaks as needed.  Coordinate with Lead and/or Guest Instructor so breaks don’t interfere with class schedule.

· Evaluation forms, and any other paperwork, need to be gathered and given to Administrative Assistant.

· The classroom needs to be cleaned, all tables and chairs returned to their proper location, and the room secured.

· Be sure all team members sign-out on Emergency Worker Daily Activity Report.

CERT ICS Structure and Responsibilities

Incident Commander (IC)/CERT Team Leader – organizes and assigns duties, oversees incident, gathers information from section chiefs/team leaders, determines action to be taken, and reports to local/municipal authority (Lead Instructor) when able.  IC assigns the following positions to CERT members.

Administration/Finance – handles and organizes paperwork, assists IC as needed, handles any financial matters if needed, and tracks what tasks CERT members are assigned to.  Inform IC if assistance is needed.

Planning – identifies resources for needed supplies (handouts, exercise material), assures food and water are available for CERT, and lines up technical experts to assist exercise as needed.  Inform IC if assistance is needed.

Logistics – works with Planning to establish type and quantity of supplies needed, determines location for supply storage and distribution, oversees distribution and collection of supplies and assures return of all supplies at end of exercise.  Inform IC if assistance is needed.

Operations – assigns CERT members to specific tasks based on their abilities (e.g. physically able assigned to lifting and moving), oversees Fire Suppression, Light Search and Rescue, and Medical teams as needed.  Inform IC if assistance is needed.

Safety – assures that all tasks are being performed in a manner that maintains CERT and non-CERT personal safety.  Instructors and/or Helpers may be assigned this task.  Inform IC if assistance is needed.

