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Focus Questions for Disaster Preparedness

1. What is a disaster? 

A relatively unexpected event that overwhelms existing resources to deal with the event; lives, health, and the environment are endangered

2. Why is it important to have CERT training? 
To help communities prepare for effective disaster response through training and planning
3. What is a staging area? 

A meeting location for CERT members in the event of a disaster

4. What are the four key CERT functions?

Fire safety

Disaster medical operations

Light search and rescue

Disaster psychology

5. Disasters can be:

Natural

Manmade

Technological

6. What impact do disasters have on:

Water: Disruption of service to homes, businesses, and medical providers; inadequate water supply for firefighting; increased risk to public health if there is extensive damage to the water supply or if it becomes contaminated.
Phone:  Lost contact between victims, service providers, and family members; system overload due to calls from or to friends or relatives

.
Transportation: Inability to get emergency service personnel into the affected area; inability to transport victims away from the area; food and other needed supplies unavailable; repair crews unable to reach power and phone lines.

7. What are the highest priorities during and after a disaster for emergency services personnel? 

Police:  Address incidences of grave public safety 

Fire: Suppression of major fires

Medical Responders: Treatment of life-threatening injuries..

8. List three primary structural hazards: 

High rise buildings:  Broken glass, falling panels, collapsing walkways and stairways, crumbling cornices and other trim
Detached homes: Before 1940 were not bolted to foundation – could be shaken, blown or floated off their foundations; porches without support beams may collapse; ruptured gas lines can cause further collapse and explosions.

Mobile homes:  Easily displaced; disruption of utilities leads to fire and shock risk
9. List three primary non-structural hazards:  

Gas line ruptures from water heaters or other appliances displaced by shaking, water, or wind; damage from falling books, dishes or other cabinet contents; risk of injury or electric shock from displaced appliances and office equipment; fire; and hazardous materials.

10. What safety precautions can you take to reduce or prevent injury at home before a disaster happens?  

No pictures over beds; shoes by bed; bed away from windows; have a plan; keep car fueled; prepare a 72-hour kit; strap water heater; attach home to foundation.

11. Where is your family out-of-neighborhood meeting location?  

Varies by participant.

12. Who is your out-of-state contact?  

Varies by participant.

13. List 10 supplies you should have in your family disaster supplies kit (72-hour kit)?  

Food, water, medical supplies, heat, medicines, copies of documents, cash, toilet paper, bleach, phone numbers, change of clothes, feminine/baby supplies, ETC.

14. What are “Good Samaritan” laws?

Laws that protect people who provide emergency care in a prudent and reasonable manner

15. Why are earthquakes such a risk?

Cause buildings to move off their foundations or collapse

Damage utilities, structures, and roads

Cause fires and explosions

Cause structural instability, such as dam failure

16. What is a flood?

Any time a body of water rises to cover what is usually dry land

17. When and where do hurricanes generally form? 
​Hurricanes generally form in the tropical Atlantic Ocean from June to November.

18. What is a blizzard? 

Considerable falling or blowing snow accompanied by winds of 35+ mph; frigid temperatures; low visibility

19. Potential sources of hazardous materials include:

Chemical plants; service stations; hospitals; hazardous materials waste sites; transport vehicles

The following questions are from Unit 6 (CERT Organization) – Incident Command System

20. What is the incident command system?

A system used by fire and law enforcement agencies to manage emergency operations

21. Who is the incident commander?

The person who arrives first to the scene

22. What are the four sub-functions on the ICS organizational chart?

Operations Section Chief

Logistics Section Chief

Planning Section Chief

Administration Section Chief

23. Match the tasks on the right with the appropriate Incident Command position on the left:


Commander


Ensures that needed supplies are gathered and available


Operations


Ensures that a list of all volunteers is kept


Logistics


Has overall responsibility for the actions of the CERT


Planning


Looks to the future to suggest possible course of action


Administration

Oversees ongoing search and rescue activities

24. What is a command post?

The central point for command and control of the incident, established by the CERT leader

25. During an emergency, a CERT should remain active until:  

A uniformed official (fire, police, public service, etc.) arrives on scene or until the situation resolves itself

The following questions are from Unit 8 (Terrorism):

26. What are typical goals terrorists hope to achieve with their activity? 

Mass casualties/fatalities

Loss of critical resources

Disruption of vital services

Economic impact

Emotional impact
27. What does B-Nice stand for?  

Biological, Nuclear, Incendiary, Chemical, Explosive

28. CERT members should treat possible terrorist incidents as what kind of sign:
A stop sign

29. When leaving a contaminated area, how far should you go?  What direction should you go?

1000-1500 feet from the incident site; upwind and uphill

30. Professional responders establish what three incident zones?
Hot, warm, and cold
