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Focus Questions for Fire/Hazardous Materials

1. Name the four important CERT roles regarding fire prevention and fire suppression:


Putting out small fires before they become major fires.


Preventing additional fires by removing fuel sources.


Shut off utilities if needed.


Assisting with evacuations where necessary.

2. What is always the number one priority? 


Rescuer safety; work with a buddy and wear safety equipment.

3. The overall CERT goal is:  


To do the greatest good for the greatest number.

4. Name the three elements of the fire triangle:


Heat, Fuel, and Oxygen

5. Name the four classes of fire:


Class A:
Ordinary combustibles


Class B:
Flammable liquids


Class C:
Electrical equipment


Class D:
Combustible metals

6. List four ways to reduce or eliminate electrical hazards at home or work:


Avoid the “electrical octopus”


Don’t run electrical cords under carpet


Replace broken or frayed cords


Maintain electrical appliances properly

7. What is the correct procedure for shutting off circuit breakers at the breaker panel?


Switch the smaller breakers first, then the main breaker

8. What two types of hazards can natural gas present?


Asphyxiation and explosion

9. Draw a picture of the valve on a natural gas service pipe to show: 1. Open   2. Closed.


1.




2.

What is L.I.E.S.?


Limit, Isolate, Eliminate, Separate.

10. List the five questions in a CERT size up.


Can my buddy and I fight the fire?


Do my buddy and I have the right equipment?


Are there other hazards?


Is the building going to collapse?


Can my buddy and I escape?

11. Name four resources available for fire suppression.


Portable fire extinguishers.


Interior wet standpipes.


Confinement


Creative Resources

12. What are the four questions to ask yourself to determine if you should attempt to extinguish a fire?


Can I escape quickly?


Do I have the right type of extinguisher?


Is the extinguisher large enough for the fire?


Is the area free from other dangers?

13. What is the acronym for the proper use of a portable extinguisher?


P ull the pin


A im the extinguisher at the base of the firer


S queeze the handle


S weep the flames with the extinguishing agent.

14. What safety equipment should you be wearing?


Helmet, goggles, mask, gloves, heavy shoes


15. List 5 traits that define hazardous materials:


Corrode other materials


Explosive or are easily ignited


React strongly with water 


Are unstable when exposed to heat or shock


Are toxic to humans, animals, or the environment

16. What are the four quadrants of the NFPA 704 placard system?  


Health


left
blue


Fire


top
red


Reactive

right 
yellow


Special information
bottom
white


17. With the NFPA 704 placard rating system (0-4) what is a “0”?  What is a “4”?


0.  Not a threat


4.  Very dangerous

18. Always have: 

a) A buddy
b) A clue
c) A song
d) An excuse

