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Focus Questions for Light Search and Rescue
1. Define size-up:

Assessing the situation and determining a safe action plan

2. Your decision to attempt rescue should be based on what two factors?

Risk to the rescuer

Greatest good for the greatest number

3. What are the goals of search and rescue operations?

Rescue the greatest number of people in the shortest amount of time

Rescue lightly trapped victims first

4. When gathering the facts, five things that may impact your decisions are:

Time of day, week, or year

Construction type

Occupancy

Weather

Hazards

5. When should a CERT attempt a rescue into a heavily damaged building? 
Never

6. Who is primarily responsible for determining whether or not a CERT team should undertake a search and rescue effort?  

The IC

7. What are the three major damage categories?

Light, moderate, and heavy

8. Name three main types of resources available to a CERT team:

Personnel

Tools

Equipment

9. What are the two most frequent causes of rescuer deaths?

Disorientation

Secondary collapse

10. Voids are potential areas of entrapment.  Name and describe the types of voids:

Pancake void – floors have collapsed diagonally onto each other

Lean-to void – collapsed wall or floor leans against an outside wall

V void – middle of floor has collapsed

Individual void – space where a person might be protected

11. Before going into a room, how should the CERT team should mark the door?  

Slanted mark with name of team entering and date/time they went in

12. Before entering a room, the CERT team should look how many ways to ensure its safety?

6 – four walls, ceiling, floor

13. How should a CERT team announce itself when entering a room?  

Loudly announcing who they are and what they are there to do, and asking all people who can respond to come to them.

14. True or False:  During the Search phase, CERT members should treat all victims before leaving a room.

False

15. When leaving a room, the last thing the CERT team should do is mark the door by: 

Completing the X mark on the door by noting the time they departed, number of victims, and action taken 

16. During the rescue operations, three primary functions of the CERT team are:

Creating a safe environment

Triaging or stabilizing victims

Removing victims

17. What is the difference between leveraging and cribbing?

Leveraging – Method for slowly lifting a heavy object by wedging a lever under the object and then utilizing a fulcrum and the lever

Cribbing – building a framework under a heavy object so a victim can be safely extricated

18. What are the two basic ways victims can be removed from a disaster scene to the medical treatment area?

Self-extrication or assisting them to walk

Lifts and drags

19. The decision as to how to move a victim who cannot move him/herself depends on four factors. These are:

General stability of the surrounding area

Number of available rescuers

Strength and ability of available rescuers

Condition of the victim

20. When should you not use lifts or drags to move a victim?

When closed-head or spinal injury is suspected

